
    St. John’s Catholic Church 
           Omaha’s Jesuit Parish Located at Creighton University 

                   2500 California Plaza Omaha, NE 68178   

                   402-280-3031    www.stjohns-creighton.org 

Cornerstone laid 1887—Established as a Parish 1897—Designated a City Landmark 1981 

Feast of the Holy Family — December 31, 2023  

 

St. John’s parish is a Catholic Ignatian community  
committed to welcoming all, celebrating Eucharist, and empowering all to serve  

for the greater honor and glory of God. 

 

The shepherds went forth in haste, and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the Infant lying in a manger. 

—Entrance Antiphon (Luke 2:16) 

Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived 

among us. 

—Communion Antiphon (Baruch 3:38)  

Sunday 8:00 am Music 

At this Mass, St. John’s chants the responsorial psalm antiphon 

on this page and the congregational responses at #7, #10, 

#14, #17, and #824. A cantor chants the proper antiphons. 

Saturday 5:00 pm & Sunday 10:30 am Music 

Prelude: The Beautiful Mother / Silent Night (instrumental) 

Gathering: #234 Wake From Your Sleep 

Gloria: #93 Mass of Renewal 

Psalm 128:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acc.: #810 Mass of the Body of Christ 

Offertory: #251 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

Eucharistic Acc.: #811-814 Mass of the Body of Christ 

Communion: #244 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

                       #832 The Table of Emmanuel 

Sending Forth: #245 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

The Parish Office will be closed on  

New Year’s Day. 

 If you have a sacramental emergency, 

please call 531-263-9247 

Prayer Requests 

Terry Moore Julie Crotty-Guile  Colene Byrd 

Ethan Ann Kathy Savory 

Bruce Dan Dwyer  Helen McGill 

Ollie & Michelle  

Broderson 

Mike Blum 

Fuller  
Mathew Felion 

 Faith Nancy Rohatsch  Mary Gautier 

Jim O'Neill  Annette Susan Recker 



LITURGY 

The second collection this week is for:   

The Building Fund 

 

These funds are used for projects and repairs here at the 

church. Future repairs include repairs to the broken chairs, 

painting of the church,  new tables for the side entries.  

This collection  also allows for the investments of funds for  

emergency or large project funds for the future.   

Please be as generous as you are able. 

Online Giving is available with the use of this 

QR code to the left. 

Thank you for supporting the ministry and  

mission of St. John’s Parish. 

Weekly Offering Report for December 17th 

Weekly Budget Goal 10,284.80 Annual Budget Goal 555,379.20 

Weekend Contributions 
Other 
ONLINE  
ACH 
 
TOTAL 

7,051.31 
2,764.00 
1,008.00 

0 
 

10,806.29 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Goal 257,120.00 

Above (Below) weekly goal 521.49 Amount Collected YTD 254,305.67 

  Above (Below) YTD Goal -2,814.33 

Meeting and Events Calendar  

Sunday— December 31 
9:00 AM—1:00 PM Coffee & Donuts  (LSJ)  

 

Saturday—January 6 

9:00 AM 12--step program (CFRM) 
 

Sunday—January 7 

9:00 AM—1:00 pm Coffee & Donuts  (LSJ)  

LEGEND  

LSJ—Lower St. Johns             CH—Church  

RSRM—Resource Room      CFRM— Conference Room   

We prayerfully remember Michael Havlik,  spouse of 

Kathleen Havlik,  long time parishioners of  

St. Johns.  May Jesus Christ console his family and 

friends, especially during this difficult time. 

DEADLINES FOR  NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

Below are the deadline dates for upcoming Parish Newsletters  

Thursday, Dec. 28th at 3PM for Sunday, Jan. 14th  & Jan. 21st    

Please submit all requests to LourdesEsquivel@creighton.edu 

AND stjohns@creighton.edu with the subject line: NEWSLETTER.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS  

SEMINARY COLLECTION FOR THE 

ARCHDIOCESE OF OMAHA 

JANUARY 6-7 
 

The seminary collection, along with 

other gifts to the seminary fund,  

enables the archdiocese to cover 

educational costs and pay stipends 

for living expenses for its students in major and minor  

seminaries. Your financial assistance will help support our  

future priests of the Archdiocese of Omaha.  

OUTREACH  

EMERGENCY SERVICES  
All incidents which require  emergency assistance on the  

campus of Creighton University call  

Public Safety at 402-280-2911. 

Public Safety will meet and direct all emergency services to the 

exact location needed.  

Non emergent needs call 402-280-2104 

Forget Me Not 
 

Has Dementia touched your life?  

Please join us on second Sundays for our 

St. John’s Dementia Support Group after 

Mass from 12:00-12:45 in Lower  

St. John’s. Hosted by Jonie Sturek and 

Heidi Dunning with Family Ties. If you 

have any questions, please call Heidi 

402.201.6633 Dementia Practitioner. 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  
While not a holy day of obligation this year, we 

still celebrate this great solemnity on  

January 1 with a special Mass at 9:00am.  
This will be the only Mass celebrated on  

January 1 and there are no scheduled  

confessions this day. 
 

On the 8th Day of the Octave of Christmas and at the beginning 

of the new civil year, the Church celebrates Mary as the Mother 

of God. One of the oldest titles for Our Lady, the Greek title 

Θεοτόκος (Theotokos), meaning "Bearer of God" was adopted 

by the First Council of Ephesus (431) as an assertion of the 

divinity of Christ.   

Bethlehem Peace Light at St. John’s  
 

For thousands of years, a vigil lamp has burned above the place of 

Jesus’ birth in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. Each year, 

the flame from this lamp is spread throughout the world as a  

symbol of peace. As the conflicts in Gaza continue to range, the 

peace that this flame represents is needed more than ever.  

St. John’s will welcome this flame during the 

5:00pm Christmas Eve Mass. After this, the flame 

will burn near the Nativity scene throughout the 

entirety of the Christmas season. Please bring a 

wind-proof candle or lantern with you to church if 

you would like to take this flame home with you and 

use in your family’s  celebrations of Christmas. 



The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated:  

Mon. — Fri. from 12:30PM to 1PM, Saturdays from 4PM to 5PM, Sundays 8PM to 9PM 

Masses at St. John’s This Week  

Date Feast Readings Mass Time—Location—Intention 

12/31 

Sun  

Feast of the Holy 

Family 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14  

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17  

LK 2:22-40  

8:00 AM—Church 

10:30 AM—Church & Livestream  

 

All Sunday liturgies are offered for the people of the parish 

1/1 

Mon 

Solemnity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Mother of God 

Nm 6:22-27  

Gal 4:4-7  

Lk 2:16-21  

9:00 AM—Church & Livestream  

 

 

1/2 

Tues 

Memorial of Saints 

Basil the Great and 

Gregory Nazianzen, 

Bishops and Doctors 

of the Church  

1 JN 2:22-28   

Jn 1:19-28  

Noon—Church & Livestream— Joseph B. Conahan 

 

 

1/3 

Wed 

 1 JN 2:29–3:6  

Jn 1:29-34  

Noon—Church & Livestream — † David Vincent Hemenway 

 

 

1/4 

Thur 

Memorial of Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

Religious  

1 Jn 3:7-10  

Jn 1:35-42  

Noon—Church & Livestream—  † Jim Hughes 

 

 

1/5 

Fri 

Memorial of Saint  
John Neumann,  

Bishop  

1 Jn 3:11-21  

Jn 1:43-51  
Noon-Church & Livestream— † Jerry Brundo 

 

 

1/6 

Sat 

 1 Jn 5:5-13  

Mk 1:7-11  

 

5:00 PM—Church—Anticipatory for Sunday 

  

1/7 

Sun 

THE EPIPHANY OF 

THE LORD 

Is 60:1-6  

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6  

Mt 2:1-12  

8:00 AM—Church 

10:30 AM—Church & Livestream  

 

All Sunday liturgies are offered for the people of the parish 

Academic Year Mass Schedule  

During Creighton’s Christmas Break  
 

During Creighton University’s Christmas Break (December 9 – 

January 8), only the regular parish Masses are celebrated: 
 

 Sunday Anticipatory Mass: Saturday, 5:00pm 

 Sunday Masses: 8:00am and 10:30am 

 Weekday Masses: Monday-Friday at 12:00pm 

 Confessions: Monday-Friday from 12:30pm to 1:00pm and 

Saturday from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. 
 

Academic year Masses will resume on Tuesday,  

January 9 with the beginning of the new semester.  

 

St. John’s Creation Care Team and 

Creighton’s Office of Sustainability 

Programs will sponsor a Styrofoam  

collection*.            

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/numbers/6?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/4?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/2?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?19
https://bible.usccb.orgbible/1john/2?29
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?29
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/3?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?35
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/3?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?43
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/5?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?1


FAITH FORMATION  

WISDOM ON THE WAY OUTREACH  

Eyeglass Recycling  
 

Many of you have used eyeglasses and sunglasses that you 

don’t know where to recycle. Mary Lou Carlson is a member of 

the Omaha Sunrise Lions Club and picks up used glasses from 

optic shops. Lions Club has a large recycling program and  

glasses are processed and labeled with prescription strength, 

boxed, and sent to many poor areas in the world. For example, 

through this process, sunglasses have been sent to Creighton 

programs in the Dominican Republic and the Pine Ridge  

Reservation. To make it easy for you to recycle, a Lions eyeglass 

recycle box has been placed near the elevator on the main 

church level.  

Catholic Social Teaching on Migration and Refugees 
 

A Reflection from St. John’s Social Justice Committee 
 

“The émigré Holy Family of Nazareth, fleeing into Egypt, is the 

archetype of every refugee family.” So begins Exsul Famila  

Nazarenthana by Pope Pius XII (1952). Advent and Christmas is 

a time that turns our attention to the Holy Family’s journey to 

Bethlehem and later flight to Egypt. Later in His life, Christ 

showed and taught that part of journeying with others includes 

welcoming the stranger. Today’s migrants and refugees face 

challenging journeys themselves. At this year’s World Day 

of Migrants and Refugees (Sept 24, 2023), Pope Francis  

explained that “persecutions, wars, atmospheric phenomena, 

and dire poverty are among the most visible causes of forced 

migrations today.” 
 

Catholic Social Teaching provides a much-needed response in 

its emphasis on dignity, solidarity, and the common good. 

These are described as the three pillars of Catholic Social 

Teaching that are necessary for responding to the needs of  

migration by Fr. Michael Blume, S.V.D. in his “Migration and the 

Social Doctrine of the Church” document for the 2002  

Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itiner-

ant People: People on the Move. Specific rights and  

responsibilities related to migration contributed from Catholic 

Social Teaching include: 

 

- right to emigrate to provide for oneself and one’s family,  

including the right to seek asylum; 

- right of states to control borders (with call for examination of 

conscience to see if policiesare in line with principles of dignity, 

solidarity, and the common good); 

- respect for the rights and human dignity of all migrants,  

including undocumented migrants. 

You can join in this Catholic project of welcome by learning 

more through the resources below, or getting involved locally. 
 

GET INVOLVED LOCALLY: 

1. Follow Mothers & Others: Justice and Mercy for Immigrants 

on Facebook, or emailmothers.and.others@gmail.com to learn 

more about their work 

2. Contact Omaha Welcomes the Stranger at  

tom-margaret@cox.net to learn more about assisting asylum 

seekers in our community. 

3. Donate furniture or other items for use by refugee families in 

Omaha through the Furniture Project 

www.thefurnitureproject.org/contact/, and Restoring Dignity 

rdomaha.org/donate-furniture/. 

The readings today carry so much hope in God’s promises, yet, 

for those who have not seen such promises and prayers  

answered or who are living through war and tragedy, where is 

God’s promise for them? For a long time, I was trapped in a 

certain image of God as giver and answerer of my prayers. As a 

child a “good life” felt like an outward sign of those promises 

being fulfilled. I think that only in despair and hopelessness 

that has accompanied a few years of tough turns for our family 

have I come to see that Gods promises are in the hope of heav-

en, they are in the ways he walks with us through the toughness 

of life in the beauty that weaves its way into those times. 
 

The wars raging in the world right now do not escape my 

thoughts when thinking of the holy family on this great feast 

day, neither do the immigrants and refugees of the world trying 

to make their way into safety. Mary gave birth to Jesus in an 

occupied country. They fled to Egypt to save Jesus. This family, 

along with so many families around the world today, left every-

thing they knew to save their lives – to save their children's 

lives. Even when the suffering was great, did they not feel God 

with them? Jesus tells us over and over he is with the lonely, 

the poor and destitute and that he is One of them. 
 

The Holy Family is a clear image of God’s love and promises for 

us. That promise holds no wealth, status or guarantee of safety. 

I wonder at times how Mary and Joseph felt; did they ache to 

provide Jesus with more, did they wish to live in a larger home 

or were they content? When my husband lost his job a couple 

years ago and we had to sell our home and move 300 miles 

from our dear friends and in with his parents, it was this model 

of the holy family that soothed my soul and gave me a profound 

comfort. It was this model of the holy family that did not rely on 

outward signs being a source of being ok, but what was inside 

me. NO, I did not escape the sadness and worries of our  

situation, but the peace of God in my heart and the model of 

the holy family carried me through. We had a bit of a crash 

landing that still needs some smoothing out, but the bumps are 

turning beautiful, the simplicity our life requires has us lean 

more deeply into God’s great love. 
 

The promises of God sit deep in the seed of the soul, God is 

there holding tight the pieces of our being, loving us completely 

in whatever walk of life we are in, giving us strength and peace 

to continue on the journey and to be there for others. 
 

Lisa Lomneth 

Parish Bible Study  
 

Saint John’s will continue to offer a Scripture study resuming 

January 16, 2024, from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM. The group meets 

in the conference room in lower St. John’s, twice a month on 

the Tuesdays listed below unless weather does not permit and 

then we will meet on Zoom. The focus of this Spring study will 

be the Letter to the Romans. Dr. Eileen Burke-Sullivan will  

facilitate the group and members are encouraged to bring any 

contemporary translation of the Bible. If any participants first 

language is other than English they are welcome to bring their 

copy of the Scriptures in the language that is their first  

language. 

The meeting dates, as currently scheduled, are:  

Jan. 16, 30 Feb 13, 27 March 12, 26 April 9, 23 May 7, 21 

mailto:mothers.and.others@gmail.com
mailto:tom-margaret@cox.net
https://www.thefurnitureproject.org/contact/
https://rdomaha.org/donate-furniture/


St. John’s Church is a member of the “Historic 24th Street Family of Parishes” 

   Sacred Heart  Church                                    St. Benedict the Moor                                      St. John’s Church 

www.sacredheartchurchomaha.org                    https://stbenedictomaha.com                    www.stjohns-creighton.org                                         

2218 Binney Street                                              2423 Grant Street                                      2500 California Plz.  

                                    Stay tuned to learn  about events for the Historic 24th Street Family of Parishes   

Christmas Memorials 

    

Rudy & Henrietta Bartek Hermanek and Daly Families 

Konrad Bartels Annette Jerkofsky 

Dana Berg Randy Kollasch 

Martin Berg Joan & Rudy Lesac 

Borgoff & Howick Families Ann Marasco 

John & Lorraine Car Alex McDonnell 

Jim & Myrtle Clarke John Francis McDonnell 

Phil Durant Robert & Mary O’Connor  

Marion & Vloyce Felhausen Leonard & Mary Ann Pernicek 

Lori Gigliotti Betty Jane Selde 

Virginia & Tony Gigliotti Jim Shymanski 

Grant Family Margaret & Len Shymanski 

Fr. Dennis Hamm, S.J. Jerry Stender 

Bruce Hansen Sr. Anna Wolfe 

Ed & Florence (Lily) Haase Ray Yost 

Joseph & Virginia Hemenway   

    

Christmas Honorees  

Kevin and Elli Wilhelm, 1st Anniversary 

Kristyn & Dan Pilling family 


